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O ALittte Light Thinking
Whatype of man s Mathd's athe?

. What colours were on the parrot?
What 6id Matida pomise togive Fredfo ending he the parror?
Wihere i Matlda pt the parot?

. Where were Matlda and er fomily haviog supper?

When did Matldareturn the paro o s owner?

© Decper Thinking

‘Why do you think Matilda borrowed the parrot from her friend?
Wy doyou ik Natdasggered bac o enpty howse?
Viow dowe ko ht e ey vas

it et el s 1t h e ey U spr?
Wiy G h iy ik her s 3 ghst e ro?

How o you know Matida s a ey godocres?

© Vocabulary Work: Synonyms
5000y areverds that are siar, or cosetosimir in meaning e
huge = enomous small iy

Replace each o the underlined words with 2 synonym from thestory.
rs Wormwood has Lt i hr car foranother sessionof birg.
You have 1 becan I talk when I fels ke 1

He gave a wonderfl[mpression of  spoky e

Matic wobbied back o ber own ety house.

Matids jumped upsnd uned of the ey,

He seemed in o hry o bty ff and be. hero

The mether gased a poter from the freplace.

Allfour o thm Lptoe towards the g room door.

The thers olowed hr, Singig thee weapors.

1 lary heard s vic s3d the mothe.

They psted aound the room.

12 My prents e Matica i

EBspusmpunp
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Matilda

Matiida Wormwoo s a very dlever girl. Shelives with her mean
father and her not-so-clever mother, They think Matilda s

nuisa " e + books But her
y, Matilda

Read thette What o you think th sory wilbe about?
Lookat the pctures tha appear wihth toy.Descrbe whatyou inkls
happering.

) Haveyou read any other story about ghasts?
) Name thestor.

@ Do you belleve nghosts? Why? Why o2

Whatdo you ik wil happen ne? Expialn why you thik hat.
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So the following afternoon, as soon as Mrs Wormwood had departed
inher car for another session of bingo, Matilda st out for Fred's
house to Investigat

She knocked o his door and asked ifhe would be kind enough to
show her the famous bird. Fred was delighted and led her up o his

bedroom where a trly magnificent blue and yellow parrot sat na
al cage.
“There itis; Fred said,‘ts name is Chopper’

Make it talk? Matlda said.

You can't make it talk; Fred said. You have to be patient. ¢l talk
whent feclslke it

‘They hung around, waiting, Suddenly the parrot said, Hello,
hello, hello”

Tt was exacty ike a human voice. Matlda said, that's amazing!
Whatelse can it say?”

“Rattle my bones! the parrot sakd, gving a wonderful imtation ofa
Spooky voice. Ratle my bones!’

He's always saying that; Fred told her
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“What else can he say? Matida asked.
“That's about i Fed said. But it s prefty marvellous, don't

you think?
“Ies fabulous; Matilda sad. Wil
one night?
Noj Fred sakd. Certainly not?

youlend him to me just for

T give you all my next week’s pocket-money; Matilda said.
“That was different. Fred thought about it for a few seconds.
Al ight then’ he sid, if you promise to eturn him tomorrow:

“That evening while the mother,
the fther, the brother and Matilda
were having supper as usual in
the iving-room i front ofthe
television,a voice came loud and
clar from the dining-room across
the hall. Hello, hello, helo? it sad.

Matilda staggered back to her
own empty house carrying the tall
cage inboth hands. There was a
large fieplace n the dining-room
and she now set about wedging
the cage up the chimney and out of
Sight This wasn't so casy,but she
‘managed i the end.

“Hello,hello, hello the bird.
called down to her. Hllo,hellof

“Shutup, you nut Matida sad,
and she went out o wash the soot
offher hands.

| ineesneranena
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he sald. ‘Come on, then the brother sakd, |
“come on, Mum?
“They're definitely in the dinning-room, |

Matida whispered. I'm sure they are:
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“The mother grabbed a poker from the fireplace. The father took a
golfclub that was standing n the corner. The brother setzed a table-
amp, rpping the plug out ofts sacket. Matida took a knife she had
been cating with, and all four of them crept towards the dining-room
door the father keeping well behind the others.

“Hello,helo,hello; came the voce again.

“Come ot Matilda cried and she burst into the room, brandishing
e knife. Stick ‘emupt she yelled.

“We've caught yout the athers followed her, waving their
weapons. Then they stopped. They stared around the room. There
was no one there,

“There's no one here; the ather said, greatly relived.

Iheard him, Harry! the mother
shrieked,stil quaking, 1 dstinctly
heard his voice! So did you''

“m certain  heard him?” Matlda
cried. He's i here somewherer She.
began scarching behind the sofa and
behind the curtains.

“Then came the voice once aga
softand spooky this time, Rattle my
bones; it said. Rattie my bones”
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They all jumped, Including Matida, who was a pretty good actre

They stared around the room, There was scll no one there
Itsa ghost] Matilda sald.

Heaven help us? cried the mother, dutch
her husband round the neck.

“Tiknow 1€ a ghost! Matilda sald. Tve heard it
here before! This room is haunted! | thought you
Knew that!

“Save us! the mother screamed, almost
throtding her husband.

T'm getting out ofhere; the father said, greyer
than ever now. They all fled,slamming the door
behind them.

“The next afternoon, Matilda managed to geta rather sooty and
grumpy parrot down from the chimney and out of the house without
being seen. She carried it
through the back-door and
Fan with tall the way to
Fred's house.

Did it behave lself? Fred
askedher:

We had a lovel time with
It Matilda said. My parents

dored t!

TSI

From Matid by osld Dahl.

Before reading thestory.you hought about whal the sty might be about
using the lusrations an th te. Were you fGhT” How was what happened in
the soy dferent?
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