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“Wear your seat belt {nthe car? David
states, That's the rule!

“You're right’ 1 click the seat belt across me
and open my sketchbook to the back pages.

“That's where | keepall the rules I'm teaching
David so f my someday-he'l-wake-up-a
regular-brother wish doesrit ever come true,
atleast he'l know how the world works and
1 worit have to keep explaining things.
‘Some ofthe rules in my collection are easy. You should alway:
Say ‘excuse me’after you burp.
Dontstand in front ofthe TV when other people are watching it
Flush!
But more are complicated, sometimes rules:
Vou can yell o a playground but not during dinner:
A boy can take of hisshirtto swim but not hs shorts
1 fin to hug Mom but not the clerk at the video stor.
Andafew are more hints than rules - but matter justas much
‘Sometimes people don't answer because they didn't hear you,
Other times i’ because they don't want to hear you.

Most kids dori't even consider these rules. Sometimes when they
were litte, their mom or dad must've explained itall, but | don't
remember mine doing . It seems I've always known these things.

Not David, though. He needs to be Gaught everything, Everything
from the factthat a peach Is not funny-looking apple to how having.
long hair doestit make someone agil

From Ruls by Cynthia Lot

Wihat has i sty given you 3 beter understanding off
This stoy has gven me a btte undestanding ...
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Follow the Rules

O ALittte Light Thinking

1. Whatagels oo

Whoasbought irs Bonma'shuse?

Whyis Ctherine laking forerd o the ew neghours g 17
What acttes s Caterne larnng 0 60 wih h new i et oo
Wha s tesumame o the newreighurs who re movig 7
Where are Cthrne 3nd Do gog 0.3 e dock!
Where docsCatherine et i the s ot e eachig Ovi?

o n«;« Thinking
1. Why doyou think Catherin taught the " rul to David before gongover
totakk tothe men?
2. How might Cathrine have et when Mom picked her up after her slecpaver?
3. "Both men stae past me wih thatfamilar look’ What does this mean?
. What would Cathrine Bk to invent for Daic?

‘, 5. Inwhat way is having David as 3 brother dificul fo Catherine?

@ Vocabutary Work: Compound Words
Compennd word are frmed when e saler wordsae oo o make a new,
Dgger word . 1000 pth = (51511, buter  fy = 1161
. Underline the compound wordis) ineach line.
@) seepove,eepig sieepessieep
&) nefghbours, neghbouing neghbouhood, eihbourly
@ now,sometimes, some, i, somewhere
@ fotstps, hoes ot stes, ootk
© walcway, doorbell plasic remernber
. Add another wordto ach word below toform 2 compound word.

@ every. ® play @ some. @ foot
© nand @ butter @ friend ) door

0 pea O under ® basket O school

(m fash  tea ©) bath ) bed
@chest @ ot 0 seep

Y
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© writngGenre: ProcaduratWriting
Wit the ey by step nstuciosestan n o  lay g ofyour
choie, ., basktbll bl vlleyal, gy o s
Compierd e enpaesetow

Topc:

Whatha to b done?

Whatisnesdedt

stp

sip2 s

sup3:

sups:

stps:

stps:

Wasthe goat acieved?
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1 Thinkabout rles.
@) Wy do we need vl
() Where do we usuallyhave rues?
(@) Whathappens when we dothave rles?

2 Rules are made o be broken! Do you agree or isagrce wt this? Discuss.

A5 you read, what doyou eas th sory s teaching you?
13 now begining o rease that ths story i really teaching me about
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Beside me, David checks his watch. 11 pick you up atfve oclock’

Well, maybe five elock I say Sometimes Dad'sate!

‘David shriks, Five ofclock!

Shh' 1 scan the yards around us o see if anyone heard, my stomach
Aips. A moving van s parked In fron of the house next door, back
wide open, half ful of chairs and boxes, From the inside the truck, two.
‘men appear, carrying a couch between therm.

My hands tremble,trying to zip my backpack. ‘Come on, David.

Mo said go tothe car’

'David stands with his sneaker toes on the top step,Ike € a diving
board and he's choosing whether tjump. Five ofclock; he says.

‘The right answer would be ‘maybe” but David only wans sure-
freanswers, ‘yes'and ‘no’ and Wednesday at two o clock; but never
‘maybe’ or it depends’ or worst of al, ' dorft know:

Next door the movers s the couch on the drive way: If1 hurry | can
‘ask them before they head into the house.

“Okay; I say, Dad will pick you up at five 'cock; that'sthe ule.

‘Davidleaps down the steps fust a the moving men climb into the
van. He might not understand some things but David loves rules.

‘Sometimes you've gotta work with what you've go.
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Itake David's elbow to hurry hi
o those men”

Alitle spring mud remains under the pine trees near the fence.
Orly amonth ago, puddles were everywhere when Mrs Bowman
called me over tosay her house had been sold to a woman witha
twelve-year-old daughter. 1 knew you'd be pleased; she said.‘ told
the realtor | have a girl just that age iving next door and maybe they
can be riends!

Afew weekslater, 1 had stood on my.
porch, waving as Mrs Bowman's son
drove her away to her new apartment
attached t his house.

Itfeels wrong that Mrs Bowman's not
Iving i the grey-shingled house next
door anymore and her porch looks empty.
without her racking chairs. But 'm tingly
with hopes, too I've always wanted a
friend in my neighbourhood, and a next-
door friend would be best o al,

et go past the fence and talk
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Usaallyin summer | do'otsof things
by mysef because my best fiend,
Melssa, spends the whole vacaton in
KB caornia winher dad Thisyeartibe
19> difcrnt though. The gir next door
- and can do il my favourie summer
thingstogether,swimming a the pond,
watching TV and riding bikes. We could
even send midnight messages from our windows, using lashlights
and Morse cude, ke next-door fiends do n bk
And the bestpart, David won'c have to come snce Mom worfthave
o drive me and pick me up.
1bite my teeth together,
fighing the memory of my
lastscpover at Melisa's.
When Mom came to pick
‘me up,David raced around
Melissas kitchen, opening
doors looking for their
cela,even when Mom
Kepeteling him this was a
rallerand tralers donft have cellars.
“Realfriends understand; Mom had
sald on theride home. Buthere's what
L understand. Sometimes cveryone gets
invited except us,and € because of
David
‘Walking towards the van, L study the
moving men. One hasablotchy face
andlooks al business. The younger one
wears ahalf smile and a dirtytshire
and eans.
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shirt Man scems riendller

Remember the rule; | whisper, my hand pushing
'David's back to hurry him. If someone says *h”you say
B back’

‘Down the walloway, run through
conversation possibilites in my head,
but that one rule should be enough.
“There's only one question | need to ask,
then  can take David right to the car

ML call,reaching the corner of the
fence. David lickers his fingers up and
down, ke he's playing a pano inthe ai.

:shirt Man turns around.

Doyou know when the family's
coming? Lask. s t today?

He looks to the other man In the van, When are the Peterson's

coming?
“IFsomeone says “hi" you say “hi” back! David yells.

“That's the rule!”
Both men stare past me with that amilar ook, The wrinided:

forehead look that means, What's wrong with this kid?

1 grab David's hands o stop his fingers.

“They're coming about five oclock; the
red-faced man says. “That's what she said:

Five 'clocklDavid twists under my arm.

My wrist kil from being curled backward. | grip my toes in my
sneakers t hide the pain. Thanks' pretend | can see my watch,
Wow, look at the time! Sorry, gotta gof

Chasing David to the ca, I hear heavy footsteps on the van's metal
‘ramp behind me, hunk-thunk.

‘David covers his cars with his hands. s five 'clock.Let's go o the
Video store!”

Y/




image6.png
My own hands e o s
. Someimes  wishsomeont would nvent
K o David'd wake up ane morn

WK~ poucautsm, e someone

from along cor
Catherine, where have | been? And he'd
bea regular brother,like Melissa has -a.
brother who'd give back as much as he
took, who | could joke with, even
with:Someone | could yell atand he'd
yell back, and we'd keep going and going
until we'd both yelled ourselves out.
Butthere's no pilland our quarrels fray instead of knot, always
ending inhim crying and me
sorry for hurting him over (3
Something he can't help. ¢
Here's another rule;
Lopen the car door Ifyou
want to getaway from
Someone, you can check your
watch and say, “Sorty, gotta
o It doessialways work,
but sometimes it does
“Sorry,gotta go? David
asks, climbing Ino the car
“Thats right. I dd it to your rules" The men carry a mattress il

in plastic up the walkway next door. Someday soon I'm going to take:
plae of cookies up those steps and ring the dorbel.

‘Andfthe girl next door doesnit have a fashilgh. 1l buy her ane
that turns on and o casiy

Mom says I have to deal with what I and not o get my hopes up,
buthow else can hopes go but up?




